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BANK NOTE REPORTERS AND 
COUNTERFEIT DETECTORS 


N THIS pamphlet is presented a bibliography of newspapers 
and periodicals known as “bank note reporters and counter- 
feit detectors.” The year 1826 appears to have been the date 
when the first periodical of this type was published, and this 
record covers a period of about forty years to the end of the 


“~~ State bank note era soon after the close of the Civil War or, 


mote specifically, shortly after July 1, 1866 when a Federal 
tax of 10% became effective on State bank notes paid out by 
any bank. This prohibitive tax forced most of the State banks, 
then issuing bank notes, either to go into liquidation or convert 
into national banks and the primary need for these publications 
ceased. Several, however, found it worth while to continue 
after this date and, in addition to describing counterfeit notes, 
they furnished information now found in current bank direc- 


_. tories. One of the more important publications of this type and 


one which probably enjoyed the largest circulation during the 
State bank note era has continued to this day and has appeared 
for many years as the American Banker, a daily banking news- 
paper. 

The bank note reporters and counterfeit detectors served a 
two-fold purpose, first, to show the rate of discount at which 
uncurrent bank notes would be purchased in the more impor- 
tant business centers of the country and secondly, to furnish a 
brief description of counterfeit, spurious and altered notes. 
Many of them contain financial and banking news of their 
period and some of them contain other news quite aptly de- 
scribed in several of the titles listed. The frequency of publica- 
tion varied from daily to semiweekly, weekly, semimonthly and 
monthly and while many of them appeared in pamphlet form, 
several were published as a newspaper folio of varying sizes. 
One publisher in New York City and one in Philadelphia simul- 
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taneously published a weekly in folio form and a monthly in 
pamphlet form. Over a period of years, titles were changed 
from time to time, and the names which appear herein are the 
names under which they were more generally known. 


One of these publications, a weekly in newspaper form, had 
a continuous existence as such for more than twenty-five years 
and, with the exception of a few scattering numbers in the first 
two years, a complete file was located. In another instance, a 
monthly in pamphlet form, a full twenty year file was found with 
the exception of only one issue. In a few other cases several 
relatively large files were found while in many cases only a very 
few scattering numbers were found to exist today. About 
twenty of the publications listed herein are known to the com- 
piler merely by name. Owing to the fact that this subject has 
had little or no attention from writers in the past, it is likely 
that there were other publications of this type, that are not 
included in this bibliography. 


The compiler has under preparation a history of these pub- 
lications which will include a description of conditions in this 
country that led to the need of publications of this type, brief 
biographical data of some of the publishers, and a description 
of the contents together with the location of the more important 
collections. 3 


Many individuals, libraries, historical societies and others 
have very kindly replied to his requests for information and he 
would appreciate advice from any others who can furnish infor- 
mation as to the location of publications of this type that are or 
are not included in this bibliography. 


New York, 
May 1, 1943. 
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N—Newspaper. P—-Pamphlet. 


Dates—-Approximate date or dates of publication. 


NEW YORK CITY 
Charles & Leonori’s New York Bank Note List, 
Counterfeit Detector, Wholesale Prices Current, 
and Commercial Journal 
Edmund Charles & Son’s New York Bank Note List, 
Counterfeit Detector, Wholesale Prices Current 
and Weekly Journal of Financial News 
Day’s New-York Bank Note List and Counterfeit 
WWGTCCEEE ais ie te ied ea siesd see tee aes 
Dye’s Bank Mirror (JOHN S. Dy, Publisher) 
Expositor and Banking Circular (E. Morrison, 
Publisher) 
Foster’s Bank Note Table 
German Bank Note Reporter (FREDERICK GERHARD, 
Proprietor ) 
Gwynne & Day’s—The Bank Note Register and 
Detector of Counterfeits 
Hodges’ Journal of Finance and Bank Note Reporter. 
L. S. Lawrence & Co’s New York Bank Note List... . 
Leonori’s New York Bank Note Reporter, Counterfeit 
Detector, & Wholesale Prices Current........... 
McIntyre’s Bank Note List (CHARLES, MCINTYRE & 
Co., Publisher) 
Mearson’s United States Bank Note Reporter....... 
Metropolitan Bank Note Reporter (H. J. MESSENGER, 
Publisher) 
National Bank Note Reporter (L. MENDELSON, 
Publisher) 
New York Bank Note Reporter, Counterfeit Detector, 
& Wholesale Prices Current (H. S. TAYLor, Pub- 
lisher ) 
New York Commercial Gazette, Bank Note Table, 
New York Prices Current, Journal of News, the 
Drama, etc. (CHARLES, MCINTYRE AND Co., Pub- 
UGE) Spite nah Ne Birc ton tad dyncigts Bia ty a2 tee de wien Eh aes 
New York Telegraph, McIntyre’s Bank Note List and 
Prices Current (CHARLES, MCINTYRE & CO., Pub- 
WEIDER). ele, canstnt aden sate ars Gd ate te ae eee 


Nicholas’ New York and Chicago Bank Note Re- 
porter 
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NEW YORK CITY (Continued) 
Sylvester's (S.J.) Reporter, Counterfeit Detector, 


New York Price Current and General Advertiser... N P 1830-47 


Sylvester's (E. J.) New Reporter, Counterfeit Detec- 
tor, Bank Note Table, New York Prices Current, 
Journal of News, Literature, The Drama, Fine 
PIES OCC gb Bn AM hd vd dca aan he ely a 

Taylor’s United States Money Reporter and Gold and 
Silver Coin Examiner........................ 

Thompson’s Bank Note and Commercial Reporter. . . 


BOSTON, Massachusetts 


Clapp, Fuller & Browne’s Bank Note Reporter and 
Counterfeit Detecter ...............0.....0.4. 
Clark’s New-England Bank Note List and Counterfeit 
DCCC CIO Ra ceca nate da RA te ae eee ok 


Willis & Co’s Bank Note List and Counterfeit De- 
TOCEOE— ei ecw, cob miasiscs abe a Gta ed nk al deseee 


BUFFALO, New York 


Bank Note Register and Counterfeit Detector 
(EDWARD L. LEE, Publisher)........0.00..... 


Lee’s Bank Note Register and Counterfeit Detector. . 


CHICAGO, Illinois 
The Chicago Bank Note List (F. GRANGER ADAMS, 
PA). esata heat he ele. Gob eee 
Chicago Bank Note List (S. K. Regp, Publisher)... 
McElroy’s Bank Note Reporter.................. 


Sheldon’s North American Bank Note Detector and 
Commercial Reporter .............. 0.0.0.0... 


CINCINNATI, Ohio 
Bepler’s Bank Notes—List (In German).......... 
Bradley & Co’s Cincinnati Counterfeit Detector and 
Bank Note Reporter (T. W. LORD, Proprietor)... 
Cincinnati Counterfeit Detector and Bank Note Re- 
porter (T. W. LORD, Proprietor)..... ........ 
Cincinnati Safety Fund Bank Note Reporter (LANG- 
DON HAWES & CO., Publisher)............... 
Dye’s Bank Mirror and Illustrated Counterfeit De- 
COCLOR Jind eects take he eet wuadet mete ee 
Dye’s Counterfeit Detector and Universal Bank Note 
Gazetteer ita aes t lee yb kd end Meow ea 
General Counterfeit Detector (RICHARD SMITH, Pzb- 
VSD CPD: 5 ha dy ster eee be eh Soh eats honk Raaghcg 
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CINCINNATI (Continued) 


Goodman’s Western Counterfeit Detector, Bank Note 
Table, Cincinnati Wholesale Prices Current and 
Gold and Silver Examiner.................... 


Lord’s Detector and Bank Note Reporter (T. W. 
LORD, Proprietor) 


Union Bank Note Reporter 
Union Counterfeit Detector..................... 
W..S: Bank: Mittoes 6.5 cio iest boas Ga keane hb iwdies 
DETROIT, Michigan 
Brown's Bank Note Reporter.................... 
Preston’s United States Bank Note and Commercial 
IREPOTGl gsi Secs Sones os wy nilatd eg ee hao Gad BAe 
HARTFORD, Connecticut 
Commercial Bank Note List.................... 


MONTREAL, Canada 
Bank Note Reporter..............0-.0 000000005 


PHILADELPHIA, Pennsylvania 
Bicknell’s Reporter, Counterfeit Detector and General 
Prices Caren: 6 Ai s8 Ae RAR ed WS ele es 


Bicknell’s Counterfeit Detector and Bank Note List. . 


Dye’s Counterfeit Detector and Universal Bank Note 
Gazetteer (JOSEPH ARNOLD, Publisher)........ 


Imlay & Bicknell’s Bank Note Reporter........... 


Peterson's Philadelphia Counterfeit Detector and Bank 
Note List i nmiiicetcet TOA neta Rees 


U. S. Reporter and Counterfeit Detector (ROBERT 
MONTGOMERY, Publisher) .......0..00000.0..6. 


Van Court’s Counterfeit Detector and Bank Note List 
PITTSBURGH, Pennsylvania 

Bank Note Mirror ........... ipa tahiaca set aeat 

Bank Note Reporter ..................0-.005- 


Kennedy’s Bank Note Review and FacSimile Counter- 
feit Detector ........ 00.00.00 


Sibbet’s Western Review and Counterfeit Detector. . 
ST. LOUIS, Missouri 

Bank Note Detector...................0000 eee 

Clark’s Counterfeit Detector.................... 

LGtd §. Detecto® sce bo hd patie ABE So Ree 

St. Louis Bank Note Reporter................... 
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ZANESVILLE, Ohio 


Zanesville Counterfeit Detector and Bank Note Re- 
porter (T. W. Lorb, Proprietor) 
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